
A CApitAl CAmpAign to build A new

 CAtholiC ChurCh & Student Center on the CAmpuS of 

the univerSity of louiS iAnA At lAfAyette



PLANNING FOR OUR NEW HOME

On June 8, 2022, the Feast of  the Blessed Virgin Mary, Seat of  Wisdom, UL Lafayette and the Diocese of  Lafayette en-
tered into a Strategic Growth Initiative in which the Diocese of  Lafayette acquired ownership of  1.411 acres at the corner 
of  St. Mary Boulevard and Girard Park Circle. This tract will be the land for Our Lady of  Wisdom’s new home. 

WHERE
will  the new church and student center  be  located?

WHEN
will  construct ion 
beg in?

Refer to the estimated design and construction timeline at 
ragincajuncatholics.org/our-new-home for updated time estimates. 
One-third of  the project budget ($8,333,333) must be in hand to break ground.

As one of the largest student organizations on campus, our Ragin’ Cajun 

Catholics community has far outgrown our current facilities. We have been 

petitioning for a new home for years, and we are so excited that this project is 

finally here! This campaign will be a game-changer for our ministry, our 

campus community, our Diocese, and beyond. 

- C a th e r i n e  R i c h a r d ,  U L   J u n i o r

WHAT
i s  the  overall  pro ject  budget  and fundra i s ing goal?

Church & Catholic Student Center Budget $25,500,000

Includes sitework, building construction, contingency & escalation, rectory, professional services fees, permitting & inspections, furniture, 
fixtures, equipment, and contingencies.

$25,500,000
PROJECT BUDGET

$9,493,624
TOTAL PLEDGED GIFTS AND 
ONE-TIME GIFTS

$7,880,803
TOTAL GIFTS RECEIVED 
(INCLUDES LEAD GIFT 
FROM THE DIOCESE OF 
LAFAYETTE)



The Catholic Student Center is a spiritual home away 
from home for students. It will deliver spatial components 
that reflect the many pathways that lead young people 
into a lasting relationship with Jesus Christ, including the 
Sacraments, Community, Evangelization, Discipleship, 
and Formation.

• Bible study and small group rooms for spiritual 
      formation
• Classrooms for intellectual formation and leadership 
      development
• Indoor and outdoor community gathering spaces
• Redesigned Jeanmard Hall, suitable for speakers and 
      conferences
• Atrium, cafe, and expanded kitchen and dining area

A CATHOLIC STUDENT CENTER
built  for  the new evangel i zat ion

The Holy Sacrifice of  the Mass is the heart of  our ministry. The new Our Lady of  Wisdom Church will honor the 
humble yet beautiful character of  the existing chapel. 

• Seating for approximately 600 (currently 450)
• Traditional layout with a long center aisle
• Choir loft and rehearsal area
• Quieting room
• Confessionals
• Eucharistic Adoration Chapel
• Bell tower

CHURCH SANCTUARY

CAPITAL RESERVE FUND 
$2,500,000

The Capital Reserve Fund will be established as an additional fund-
raising priority. It serves as a safety net for unplanned operational and 
one-time expenses incurred during the transition to the new facility. 
This fund is not required to complete the project.

PROJECT SCHEDULE



Scan here for more information regarding 
the our Lady of WiSdom cathoLic church & 
Student center Project.

OUR MISSION

to forM lifelong disciples of  jesus christ

Our rich history on campus began in 1923 when the Catholic student ministry was officially chartered as the “Newman Club.” 
The church and student center were dedicated in 1942 when the total student body was approximately 2,200. Enrollment is now 

more than 19,000.

On June 8, 2022, the Feast of  the Blessed Virgin Mary, Seat of  Wisdom, the Diocese of  Lafayette acquired ownership of  a 
1.411-acre tract of  land on which to build Our Lady of  Wisdom’s new home. This historic acquisition will enable the Catholic 
Student Ministry to engage the more than 12,000 UL Lafayette students who identify as Catholic through the many pathways 

that lead young people to Christ.

Every generation since 1923 has come forward with generosity and sacrifice in support of  our mission. 
Together, let us build Wisdom for Every Generation.



ourladyofwisdom.org/our-new-home 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A capital campaign to build a new Catholic Church & Student Center on the campus of 

the University of Louisiana at Lafayette.  
 

WHAT IS THE WISDOM FOR EVERY GENERATION CAPITAL CAMPAIGN? 
With the special permission of Bishop Emeritus Jarrell, Bishop Deshotel, and the Diocese of Lafayette, 
the Wisdom for Every Generation Campaign is an extraordinary fundraising effort to build a new 
Catholic Church & Student Center on the campus of the University of Louisiana at Lafayette.  

  
WHAT IS THE DIOCESE OF LAFAYETTE’S CENTENNIAL CAMPAIGN?  

The Centennial Campaign is a diocesan-wide campaign timed to coincide with the centennial 
celebration of the Diocese of Lafayette in 2018. It has five strategic priorities: Local Parish Initiative, 
Seminarian Education, Priest Retirement, Catholic Student Centers at UL Lafayette & LSUE, and 
Catholic Outreach & Services. Every parish in the Diocese of Lafayette has a Centennial Campaign 
Fundraising Goal that benefits the five priorities. Wisdom achieved its Centennial Campaign goal of 
raising $485,000. The Centennial Campaign concludes in 2022. 
 
In June 2022, the Diocese of Lafayette transferred $4,150,978 of a $5,000,000 pledged gift to 
Wisdom’s building fund, which is restricted for use in building the new Catholic Student Center at 
UL Lafayette.  

 
WHERE WILL THE NEW CHURCH AND STUDENT CENTER BE LOCATED? 

With great joy, we give thanks to the Blessed Virgin Mary, Seat of Wisdom, for the acquisition of land 
for our new home on our patronal feast day, June 8, 2022. On this historic day, the Diocese of 
Lafayette and UL Lafayette entered into a Strategic Growth Initiative in which the Diocese of 
Lafayette acquired ownership of 1.411 acres at the corner of St. Mary Boulevard and Girard Park 
Circle. This tract will be the land for Our Lady of Wisdom’s new home.   

  
WHERE WILL THE NEW RECTORY BE LOCATED? 

Wisdom’s Building Committee is actively researching options to relocate the rectory within close 
proximity to the new Wisdom.  

  



ourladyofwisdom.org/our-new-home 

WHEN WILL CONSTRUCTION BEGIN? 
Refer to the estimated design and construction timeline at ragincajuncatholics.org/our-new-home for 
updated time estimates. One-third of the Project Budget ($8,333,333) must be in hand to break 
ground.  
 

WHERE WILL WE PARK AT THE NEW WISDOM? 
The UL Lafayette students Wisdom serves, who are our primary mission, are already included in the 
campus parking plan. Wisdom will operate a parking lot with 45 spaces dedicated for exclusive use by 
Our Lady of Wisdom patrons. Additionally, Wisdom and the University have entered into a formal 
and legally binding joint-use parking agreement that provides additional shared parking. Renovations 
and plans for the joint use parking lot are forthcoming.  

  
WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO THE EXISTING CHURCH AND STUDENT CENTER?  

Our Lady of Wisdom and the Catholic Student Center will continue to operate within the current 
facilities during the planning, design, and construction of the new Church & Student Center. Once 
the building project is complete, the original Church will be deconsecrated. At that time, the property 
which has been leased from the University since 1942, and the buildings will be returned to the 
University.  

   
HOW WILL THE HISTORY AND LEGACY OF OUR LADY OF WISDOM BE HONORED?  

The design team and building committee are planning to honor the rich history of the existing chapel 
in tangible ways. For example, we will relocate the Stations of the Cross and some statuary and recreate 
the inscriptions adorning our walls in our new Church.  

  
WHO WILL HELP US TO REACH OUR GOAL?  

We will reach our goal through gifts made by students, alumni, parents, parishioners, charitable 
foundations, and anyone who has a heart for Catholic campus ministry and experiences how our 
mission is changing lives by evangelizing & energizing the UL campus, the Diocese of Lafayette, and 
beyond.  

   
WHAT ARE THE COMMEMORATIVE OPPORTUNITIES?  

Your gift to Our Lady of Wisdom Church & Catholic Student Center will impact the thousands of 
future Catholic students who will continue to grow in their faith as Ragin’ Cajun Catholics. New 
opportunities to commemorate your gift or honor the legacy of a loved one will be released at a later 
date.  

  
BUDGETING YOUR GIFT THROUGHOUT THE PLEDGE PERIOD  



ourladyofwisdom.org/our-new-home 

The original pledge period began in 2018 for five years. A new three-year pledge cycle will start in the 
summer & fall of 2022. Pledges spread out over three years will allow donors to consider giving more 
than is possible through one-time gifts. Because we must have one-third ($8,333,333) of the project 
budget in hand before breaking ground, we encourage all donors to consider a 10-20 percent initial 
payment to begin your commitment.  
 
To resume payment or complete payment on your original pledge, or to begin a new pledge, contact 
Wisdom’s Office of Advancement.  


